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Education Internship

About GMAD
Ghana Make A Difference (GMAD) is a small nonprofit that has been serving Ghana for over five years. We have a
children’s home about one hour outside of Accra that shelters anywhere from 35 - 60 of the world’s most
vulnerable children at a time. We shelter children who have been abandoned and who have been rescued from
forced child labor. We provide these children with a place they can call home as we work to reintegrate them with
their biological family or to place them in a new family. We believe there is no better way to raise the next
generation than a family. Because of forced labor trafficking, abandonment or other special needs, most of the
children at the home are very behind in their studies. In 2018 we opened our own school so we can better educate
to their unique circumstances. We have incorporated the use of simple technology into their daily curriculum to
make our influence more sustainable. We believe that education is a core principle on the path to self reliance and
lasting impact, for this reason we are reaching out to find education interns.

About the Education Internship/Volunteer Opportunity
Because of labor trafficking, poverty and special needs, most of the kids living in the GMAD home are very behind
in school as they haven’t been able to attend school in the past. The community government school isn’t equipt for
meeting the educational needs of many of the children residing at the GMAD home. For this reason, GMAD started
the GMAD Academy of Learning a few months ago and have been teaching about 30 children at their own level.
Most of the children being taught in our academy are residing at the GMAD home; a few are from the community.
Our education internship/volunteer opportunity is impactful because it places you in front of children who are
behind in school and hungry to learn. You will have the autonomy and support to use today’s best teaching
practices. Your daily tasks will include teaching at the GMAD Academy of Learning. There are many opportunities
at the GMAD home and the local village to play and work with the children and local staff. Any ideas you may have
for program enhancement, modification and expansion will be warmly welcomed and you will have the
opportunity to implement these ideas and turn them into a reality. A few key areas of emphasis include:
●
●
●
●

Teaching the children at the GMAD Academy of learning in a safe and uplifting environment.
Problem solving and developing long term solutions for the GMAD Academy of Learning.
Working with Ghanian and refugee GMAD staff.
Assessing the conditions and needs of the children and people you work with.

●
●
●

Sharing of teaching methods with local staff to improve current practices.
Providing GMAD children with the care and attention they need.
After school tutoring is also always needed.

We have hired local Ghanaian teachers and feel it would be beneficial to them to have university students to share
techniques they’ve recently learned with our teachers. Your knowledge, dedication, and skills will allow you to
work with children that desperately need help, while also educating local staff and teachers.

Costs:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Volunteer fees: $510/month. This includes housing, food and in country transportation to and from the
airport.
Passport
Ghana Tourist Visa: $60 (plus shipping)
Malaria medicine: depends on the type you choose and current market rates, but costs vary around $100
Immunizations: depends on what you need, but yellow fever varies around $120
Mandatory travel insurance: if you are a student you can get travel insurance through ISIC for $25
Airfare from Salt Lake City is typically $1400 ∓ $200

Volunteer Handbook:
Our volunteer handbook is a great resource and is updated regularly if you are contemplating service in Ghana or
are preparing to serve at the GMAD home. (See it on our website under the volunteer tab)
https://www.ghanamakeadifference.org/uploads/2/9/4/1/29418375/gmad_ghana_volunteer_handbook.pdf

Our GMAD students:
Most of our students have been through labor trafficking during their childhood. Read Christopher’s story.
Christopher is 16 years old and lives in the GMAD Children's Home. He has spent the large majority of his youth
working on fishing boats on Lake Volta in Ghana. His pay was two meals a day. Christopher was rescued out of
child labor at the age of 16 having never attended a day of school. He was first enrolled at the community
government school and because he had not had any previous schooling, he was placed in Class 1 (1st grade). The
majority of his classmates were 6 or 7 years old and this created a very awkward situation for Christopher. Three
months ago he began attending the GMAD Academy of Learning and is working in a class with two other students
closer to his age that have also been denied an education for most of their lives. Christopher is making incredible
progress and loves being in school. He is now reading easy reader books and is making progress in his writing.

We hope to see you at the GMAD home, where you will make a difference! If you have any questions please
contact Austin Johnson at austin@ghanamakeadifference.org, or simply apply online at ghanamakeadifference.org

